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Professional Responsibility
Professor Devine

Materials Required:
1.  Casebook: Devine, Fisch, Easton, and Aronson Problems, Cases and

Materials on Professional Responsibility (3rd Edition, 2004);
2.  Statutory  Supplement:  Selected Statutes, Rules and Standards for the

Legal Profession (Current ed.). 

Course Instructions:
3.  We will cover these materials in order, although some Problems assigned may

take more than one class to complete;
4.  In that regard, if this Syllabus lists Notes in a certain order, I would prefer you

read them in that order.  If a Note is not mentioned, read that note generally.  

Special Note Regarding Examination Materials
5.  Each student will be expected to contribute to the possible examination in this

course.  By the end of the class following completion of the material, each student in the
class shall turn in the following:

a.  4 Multiple Choice Questions based on readings from the Syllabus.  If
your last name begins with the letters A-G, your questions will be directed towards
Chapters I and II, and will be due the Thursday following completion of this material;
if your last name begins with H-O, you questions will be directed towards Chapters III
and IV, and will be due the Thursday following completion of this material; and if your
last name begins with P-Z, your questions will be directed towards Chapters V and VI
and will be due the last Thursday of class of the semester.  You may turn questions in
early by attaching them to an email to me.

b.  Multiple Choice Questions shall be typed, shall contain at least 4
distracting answers and 1 correct answer.  On a separate sheet of paper, you MUST
indicate why the distractors are wrong and why the correct answer is correct;  

c.  Your Multiple Choice Questions shall have your name affixed to them;
d.  I will not guarantee that I will use any of the questions submitted.

Ethics In Action Assignment
6.  In addition to the examination preparation materials, and the final

examination, each student MUST complete the following Ethics in Action Assignment:
Each year, students comment that the rules we study do not match up with the reality
of what they have been doing or have seen done in their firm.  It would be impermissible
for students to share firm confidences, but it is important that we share “ethics
experiences.”  Consequently, I will distribute an email list of all students in the class.
Each student must post two observations about the “ethics” of something that
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happens on either “The Practice” or one of the versions of “Law and Order,” television
shows that attempt to show the law as real life drama.  Your postings must make
reference to an event in one of the shows, explain enough facts to make the event
understood and then analyze those facts in light of  the Model Rules of Professional
Conduct.  Any other student may, but is not required to comment on an earlier posting.
A comment to an earlier posting can also qualify as fulfilling this assignment if it also
analyzes facts in light of a specified rule or rules.  Ethics in Action Assignment One is
due not later than the completion of Chapter 3 of the text.  Ethics in Action Assignment
Two is due not later than the completion of Chapter 5 of the text.

Note for Students with Disabilities
7.   If you need accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency

medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the
building must be evacuated, please inform me either privately after class, or in my
office.   To request academic accommodations (for example, a note taker), students must
also register with Disability Services, AO38 Brady Commons, 882-4696. It is the campus
office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting
academic accommodations, and for accommodations planning in cooperation with
students and instructors, as needed and consistent with course requirements. For other
MU resources for students with disabilities, click on “Disability Resources” on the MU
homepage.  

Mid-Term Examination

8.  Do you want one?  If students wish a mid-term, it will count 30% of your final
grade and will consist of one essay and approximately 10-15 multiple choice questions.
It will be a take home and will take place approximately at the end of Chapter 3.  We
will vote on whether to have a mid-term in the second class.

ORDER OF EVENTS FOR THE SEMESTER:

Chapter 1--PERVASIVE ISSUES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1  
INTRODUCTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1  

Problem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1  
Questions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2  
SPRUNG V. NEGWER MATERIALS, INC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2  

A. FORMAL PROFESSIONAL RULES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7  
CROFT, RECONCEPTUALIZING AMERICAN LEGAL PROFESSIONALISM:
A PROPOSAL FOR DELIBERATIVE MORAL COMMUNITY . . . . . . . . . . 8  
Notes on Professional Rules . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

B. CRITICISM OF THE LAWYER'S "TRADITIONAL" ROLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
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WASSERSTROM, LAWYERS AS PROFESSIONALS:  SOME MORAL ISSUES
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 
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Note 2
Note 3
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Note 2
Note 4
Note 5  

D. DEFINING "PROFESSIONALISM" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 
TERRELL & WILDMAN, RETHINKING "PROFESSIONALISM” . . . . . . . 32 
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 Students whose last names begin with P-Z--Your 4 Multiple Choice
Questions

and Answers, and Explanations are NOW DUE 


